November 23, 2011

Dear Parents,

When I think of the first Thanksgiving on Plymouth Plantation, I reflect on the
Pilgrims who had barely survived their first year in the New World, yet they took time to
offer thanks. This many years later, we have so much more to be thankful for. Thanksgiving
seems to slow us down and bring us back to simpler times as we give thanks for our many
blessings. I offer a special prayer of thanksgiving for all who are part of the St. Pius
community: students, parents, clergy, faculty and staff, and friends. Each contributes in a
special way to make this such a special community.

As a school, we attended a Thanksgiving Prayer Service today which allowed us to
offer prayerful thanks for our many blessings. Many thanks to Miss Flatley, Mrs. Yee and
the sixth graders for preparing this paraliturgy for us.

This coming Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent and the beginning of a new Church
year. The season of Advent presents many opportunities for us to prepare for the true
meaning of Christmas. Throughout Advent, we will be having individual class and school wide
prayer and Advent activities to help the students understand the deeper meaning of
Christmas. Our school theme is "Open the Door and Welcome the Light!” There will be four
doors on display in the East Wing hallway. Each week of advent one door will be opened.
The door for the first week of advent will represent who is arriving. When opened, we will
see candles representing each student. On their candles the students will write how they
can be more welcoming (how they include others, treat others, encourage others). This
coming Wednesday, November 30, there will be a parish Advent Night of Reflection at 7:00
pm. This is for entire families, adults, teens and children. Maybe as a family you can plan to
attend.

Tuesday Evening, November 29, is the PTG sponsored Family Giving Night. This is a
great way to begin to get ourselves in the right spirit for the upcoming holidays. It is also a
wonderful opportunity to continue to model for your children what it means to give to others.
I hope you will have some time this weekend to gather items that can be used by the clients
at St. Francis Center. Please see the attached flyer for more information.

Many thanks to Kathy Wright and the PTG Board for the delicious monkey bread, chili
egg dish, coffee and orange juice brought to the faculty and staff yesterday as an early
Thanksgiving treat. We appreciate the constant thoughtfulness.

I hope you are saving the evening of December 15 for our Christmas program. All
students, Grades K-8, will be participating. This will be at 7:00 pm in the Church.



Important dates this coming week are:

Sunday, November 27
Tuesday, November 29

Wednesday, November 30
Thursday, December 1

Friday, December 2

First Sunday of Advent

4™ Grade Field Trip

Family Giving Night 6:30 pm

Advent Prayer Service at 7:00 pm
Associated Learning Speech, Hearing and
Sensory Motor Screening

School Board Meeting at 7:30 pm
Progress Reports

I wish you and your family many blessings during this Thanksgiving season.

Sincerely,

Rita Carroll
Principal



PRAYER FOR THANKSGIVING DAY

Father, your goodness to us is without end
and your gifts of love are countless.

On Thanksgiving Day we come before you

with gratitude for your kindness.
Open our hearts to concern for all people
so that we may share your gifts in loving service.
Grant this through Christ our Lord.
Amen

PRAYER FOR THE FIRST WEEK OF ADVENT

Lord, help us Keep our minds and hearts focused
on this time of quiet prayer.
Let the light of your Advent wreath remind us
to be attracted to your warmth and guidance.
And help us to remember to light the Advent wreath each night -
no matter how busy life may get.
As we light the first advent candle,
may we be reminded to let our faith shine.
Allow our faith to serve as a beacon of hope
and to warm our hearts as we await the birth of Christ.
Amen.



SCHOOL TOUR: Do you know a family member, friend or neighbor who may be looking for
a school where “The children receive a well rounded education enriching their lives
intellectually, spiritually and socially?” (quote from a St. Pius School Family) If so, please
invite them to join the school tour on Wednesday, December 7, 2011, at 8:30 am in the
foyer of Fitzsimon Center. There are tours scheduled monthly through February so watch the
newsletter for more dates.

ST. PIUS SANTA’S SECRET SHOP 2011: It is that time again! Volunteers are needed
for the December 7™, 2011 St. Pius Santa’s Secret Shop. Please fill out the form
attached to volunteer and earn service hours. Jasmine Archbold:
aradon@sbcglobal.net and Mary Kahn: Kahn.mary@sbcglobal.net. Thank you.

WOMEN’S CLUB NEWS: The St. Pius Christmas Boutique, “A Farmer’s Market”, will
be held on Sunday December 4™ in Fitzsimmons Center. Hours are 10:00 am to 5:00
pm. Exciting new vendors, music, entertainment, visit with Santa and much more! Stop by
the Pine Tree Café for lunch or order your favorite coffee drink from the Coffee Bar.
Sponsored by the St. Pius Women’s Club. Check us out on Facebook!












My Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Today is the first Sunday of Advent and the start of the Advent Season. This
beautiful season, featuring the Advent wreath, reminds us of our Christian understanding
of time. As a baptized people, a pilgrim people, we are on a journey of faith, a faith which
anticipates the second coming of Christ at the end of tirne. As successive candles are lit
each Sunday, we are also reminded in the Liturgy of the Word that we are a people who
live in anticipation that the Christ will return and bring to fulfillment the Reign of God. All
this is done in God's time; therefore, do not be afraid, trusting all the while in the God we
come to know and love in the child Jesus, born in time to the Virgin Mary, who, with her
husband, Joseph, nurtured and cared for this child as he grew in grace and wisdom.

Please, take home a copy of the Little Blue Book--an Advent/Christmas reflection
book, which can be found at the entrances of the church. Use the readings, reflections and
prayers to provide a spiritual foundation for our personal and parish life at this time of
the year. Most especially, come to Sunday Mass each week, bringing a desire for full,
conscious and active participation to the celebration of Mass.

Today we begin celebrating and praying from the newly revised 3¢ edition of the
Roman Missal. While the actions of the Mass are basically the same, we will be noticing
the many significant changes in the Mass texts. I trust our parish has been prepared for
these changes; yet still, we will need to be attentive to the revised translations of the
assembly's responses, acclamations, proclamations and prayers. Please, pick up the
pamphlet in the pews and follow along during the Mass. We will need to be patient with
each other, especially with the priests, who are getting use to the multiple changes we
have to learn and know in order to celebrate the Mass in a prayerful, dignified and
understandable manner. Soon we will come to know our responses by heart; however, for
now, please follow along with the order of worship outlined on the pamphlet so that this
prayer of thanksgiving can be one of beauty and inspiration. I also encourage all
parishioners to sing the songs and parts of the Mass --- again, we are called to full, active
and conscious participation of the Mass.

Over the next couple of weeks, the usher will begin bringing the collection, the gift
of the people, down for the priest to bless and acknowledge, along with the gifts of bread
and wine. Your weekly financial offering ought to be brought forward, for it truly
represents your support of our parish family and, at times, supporting people and their
needs across the world. In processions, the more central or key people or objects come
later or last in line. Thus, your financial gift/offering comes first and then the more
important or central gift, representing you and your life, the bread and wine follow. The
priest/celebrant will wait until the collection(s) are completed before going to the front of
the sanctuary to receive first from the usher your financial offering and then the gifts of
bread and wine from the people. I hope we will appreciate more the important symbolism
of our gifts, taken, blessed in order to be shared with others.



This past week all registered parishioners received a letter from me requesting
your renewed commitment to your Sunday offering for the coming year. While
acknowledging the challenging financial times many of us are experiencing presently, I
ask that all parishioners prayerfully consider the important place St. Pius Parish plays in
your life and that of your family and loved ones. As you can see each week in this Sunday
bulletin, our parish is financially challenged and we need not be! Thus, I turn to you, our
parish family, to help us maintain our ministries, programs and services, while hopefully
trying to plan for future growth and development of such ministries needed for the
challenges facing us in the years to come. Thank you for your prompt and generous
response. I personally will raise my Sunday offering starting with the New Year --- please,
join me with your renewed commitment as well. Thank you in anticipation of your
increased gift to your parish family.

Some parish life highlights to be noted: A tremendous note of gratitude to the Men's
Club who again this year is sponsoring the Christmas Tree lot, which supports our parish
budget. I encourage everyone to purchase your Christmas tree from the St. Pius lot and, in
turn, support our parish. Please, express your gratitude to all the men who give a great
deal of their time and energy to operating the lot and serving the customers. Thank them
for their many efforts again this year. Tonight, at the 5:00 Mass, our parish is initiating a
new ministry for Young Adults. I ask you to keep in your prayers and support as you can
this new ministry in the life of St. Pius Parish. Please, pass the word to Catholic young
adults you may know who may be searching for a Catholic parish sensitive to young
adults and issues which concern them. The PTG Family Giving Night at Homer Crouse is
this Tuesday, the 29th, from 6:30-8:30 PM. All donated items will be given to St. Francis
Center.... all are most welcome!! The Parish Advent Night of Reflection, conducted by Fr.
Nathan Castle, OP, is on this Wednesday, the 30th, from 7:00-8:00 PM in church. Take a
night out and focus on the real meaning of this Advent Season. All are most welcome.

Last but not least, I wish to express my gratitude for all those who helped plan,
organize and bring to fulfillment our parish celebration last Sunday of my installation as

Pastor. I do appreciate all the efforts the parish put forth to make the Mass and reception
truly a celebration of our parish family. God bless you for your efforts.

Maranatha -- Come, Lord Jesus, Come!!

Fr. Paul Rossi









Parish Advent Night of Reflection

GOD IS WITH US
The Birth of Jesus in Matthew’s Gospel

Wednesday, November 30™
7:00-8:00 pm in the Church

Begin your Advent right!!
Join us for a night of prayer, music, education,
inspiration and special sessions for all ages:

Children: Come learn about the two dreaming Josephs of the Bible! Stories followed by an
art project to bring home for the Advent season!

Middle School Teens: You will meet the two dreaming Josephs... as we act out the stories
and discuss the message for us this Advent season!

Adults and High School Teens: God is with us... and I'll be with you, too. I'm Father
Nathan Castle, OP, Director of the Catholic Community at Stanford. Join me for a quick
study of two dreaming Josephs, the beloved son with the colorful coat, and the one who leads
Mary and baby Jesus to safety in Egypt. To prepare, please read Genesis, Chapters 37-50
and Matthew, Chapters 1-2. There will be a test.. and prizes.

We will end the evening with dessert, coffee, and hot chocolate!


































