
          August 24, 2011 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
 Welcome to a new school year!  I love the first day of school when we welcome both 
new and returning students and parents.  Everyone arrives optimistic about the promising 
year ahead. 
 
 We began our new year today with Mass where we prayed for a successful school 
year for all.  Many thanks to Mrs. Zappelli and Mrs. Yee for preparing our opening liturgy 
and to our celebrants, Father Rossi and Father Wade.  
 
 Thanks to many people, our school year is off to a smooth beginning.  The faculty 
have carefully prepared their classrooms to welcome your children.  Debra Rossi, Tisha 
Costantini and the PTG Board hosted a lovely dinner earlier this week to welcome 
Kindergarten and new parents, and Michelle Bilafer, Cortney Hyland and Mimi Koberlain 
prepared this morning’s Welcome Coffee.  Julie Pierce prepared the wonderful resource 
guide for new families so they will be informed about our St. Pius Community.  Kathy 
Wright and Mary Salom reviewed all immunization records to ensure that all students are 
in compliance with state law regarding immunizations.  Alicia Gray ordered and, with the 
help of parent volunteers, sold sweatshirts and PE shorts and Kristin Bright helped many 
families with the Uniform Exchange.  The library is cleaned and decorated and ready for 
the students thanks to Candace.  I am very grateful to all these people who worked so 
hard to be sure this year began on a positive note.   
 
 It was quite exciting this summer to watch the day-to-day renovation of the asphalt 
on the entire plant.  I know the students will get tremendous pleasure from the newly 
resurfaced and re-striped playground.   
  
 I also enjoyed watching the transformation of Homer Crouse Hall.  What a 
difference a coat of paint makes!  Thanks to the PTG and Women’s Club Auction Fund-a-
Need, Homer Crouse has been painted, has new ceiling fans and is waiting for newly 
ordered windows to be installed.   
 
 This summer we purchased 55 new laptops for students to use in the lab and with 
the mobile laptop carts.  This is also a result of PTG auction profits and student 
Shamrock-a-Thon fundraising.  I hope you all agree that we have spent your donations 
wisely. 
 



 In your brown envelopes are many items that need your attention.  I’m sure 
returning families are glad they signed the many forms last May!  The Parent-Student 
Handbook can be found on the school website.  There is a form for you to sign and return 
indicating that you have reviewed the Parent-Student Handbook with your child(ren).  
These forms should be returned by Monday, August 29.   
 
 If you have not yet done so, please go online and complete the Background Check 
Authorization Form for persons volunteering to work with children and youth.  If you have 
already done this (either with a paper copy or online), you do not have to re-submit 
another.  Shield the Vulnerable, an online safety program, must also be completed by 
anyone who wants to volunteer at school, in any capacity, with children.  The website for 
both of these is www.shieldthevulnerable.org.   
 
 Again, this year, state law requires that I give you written notification about the 
existence of asbestos in our school.  Please read the enclosed letter in your brown 
envelope.  Finally, for our new parents only, if you have not already done so, please 
complete and return the Archdiocesan survey.  Your attention to these forms is very 
important, and I do appreciate the time it will take for you to complete all this paperwork.   
 
 There are very few changes to this year’s Parent-Student Handbook.  These include 
deleting the “missing work” policy established last year for grades 6, 7 and 8 and deleting 
the “no playing” before school begins.  Faculty review of these items determined they were 
not accomplishing the desired results.  Other minimal changes clarified existing policies.  I 
would encourage you to pay particular attention to details in the uniform section.  This 
year we will be using the report card that we piloted last year.  Teachers will address this 
at Back to School Nights.  
 
 Please remember to use the physician’s statement form (found in the handbook and 
included in this newsletter) if any medications must be taken while your child is at school.  
This must be signed by both a parent and a doctor and pertains to all medication including 
Tylenol, aspirin, cough syrup, etc. (both prescription and over-the-counter medication).   
 
 Back-to-School Nights will be held next Tuesday, August 30, for grades 6-8 and 
Wednesday August 31, for grades 1-5.  Both evenings, for parents only, will begin at 7:00 
PM in Fitzsimon Center.  The teachers in grades 6-8 will all present together in Fitzsimon 
Center.  Teachers in grades 1-5, after the general session, will give two presentations in 
their respective classrooms at 7:25 PM and 7:50 PM.  These are always informative 
evenings and a great opportunity to meet your child’s teachers.  I want to remind you that 
this is not an evening for conferences.  Should you want a meeting with a teacher, feel 
free to schedule an appointment.  Again, thanks to the PTG Board members, refreshments 
will be provided.   



 
 There are many after school classes and activities being offered this year.  
Information on Spanish, French, golf, jewelry making, soccer, basketball, chess, manners 
and tennis are attached to this newsletter. 
 
 This year we will continue to offer pizza lunch on Tuesdays and the PTG sponsored 
hot lunch on Thursdays.  Information on the Thursday hot lunches will be sent home.  
Choicelunch will provide lunches on long Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays beginning 
August 29.  No lunches are served on minimum days.  Pizza lunch will begin Tuesday, August 
30.  Please see the end of the newsletter for more information.   
 
 Dismissal for all grades tomorrow and Friday, August 25 and 26, will be at 12:45 PM.  
Starting Monday, August 29, Kindergarten will be dismissed at 2:30 PM and the dismissal 
for grades 1-8 will be at 3:00 PM.   
 
 School pictures are scheduled for Wednesday, September 7.  Picture packets are 
being sent home in today’s Brown Envelope.  Please do not send in your order and money 
until picture day.   
 
 
Important dates for this coming week are: 
 
Tuesday, August 30  Back-to-School Night for grades 6-8 at 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, August 31 Back-to-School Night for grades 1-5 at 7:00 PM 
Thursday, September 1 School Board Meeting at 7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 May this be the beginning of a wonderful school year for your entire family! 
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 

               
       Rita Carroll 
       Principal 

 



OFFICE HELP NEEDED:  We are in need of “copy help” on Monday and Tuesday mornings.  
No experience is necessary.  Please contact Sandy or Lisa at 368-8327 if you are 
interested in helping out.  This is an easy way to earn service hours! 
 
 
CLASSROOM PARTIES:  Each year, room parents collect $15.00 per child for classroom 
parties.  The money is collected and kept in the school office.  Please send your $15.00 per 
child to the office in an envelope marked with your family name. 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE:  September 10 is the annual PTG Back to School BBQ on the school 
grounds.  Details to follow.   
 
 
PIZZA LUNCH ON TUESDAY:  Pizza Lunch will start on Tuesday, August 30.  Pricing 
information will be emailed to you.  Please send pizza money to school in a clearly marked 
envelope.  You may also pay by check – made out to St. Pius School.  At the beginning of the 
year, this is a fundraiser for the eighth grade Yosemite trip, and it is also a great way for 
any parent to earn service hours.  We will need parent volunteers each Tuesday from noon 
until 1:30 PM.  We also need volunteers to pick up the pizza.  Please contact Mary Kahn at 
787-2020 or email at kahn.mary@sbcglobal.net if you can help.   
 
 
THURSDAY PTG HOT LUNCH:  PTG will again be providing hot lunch every Thursday, 
beginning September 15.  As always, we need a lot of volunteers to make this happen every 
Thursday, so if you would like to help, please call Cortney Hyland at 298-0098 or Tisha 
Costantini at 365-7911.   
 
 
ICE CREAM:  Ice cream will be sold during the lunch period every Friday throughout the 
school year.  The cost of ice cream is $.75.  For parents looking to volunteer, this is a fun 
and easy way to earn service hours.  If you are interested in selling ice cream and did not 
get a chance to sign up at the Welcome Breakfast, please contact Vicki Takaha at 261-
0465 or email at vtakaha@sbcglobal.net.  Younger siblings are welcome to join you. 
 
 
SERVICE HOURS:  Enclosed in your brown envelope are new Service Hour Sheets for the 
2011-2012 school year.  Please transfer all hours worked during this past summer to the 
new sheet and return it inside the brown envelope.  If you have any questions or concerns, 
please contact Lisa Jessup in the school office at 368-8327.   



WANTED: YARD DUTY WORKERS:  Looking for parents eager to help create a happy, 
safe, and fun environment for our children’s lunch period.  You’re welcome to bring little 
ones with you.  Hours are from 12:30-1:10 PM and the salary is 1.5 service hours per each 
40-minute lunch period worked.  You choose the days you wish to work and sign yourself up 
on-line.  If interested, please email Mimi Koberlain at thekobes@comcast.net and she will 
email you the link to sign up.  If you have any problems or questions, please email or call 
Mimi at 599-9415.  We need yard duty volunteers beginning Monday, August 29 so send an 
email as soon as possible.  Thank you! 
 
 
LOOKING FOR LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS:  If you like books and are willing to help the 
students search and locate books in the library, this job is for you.  Other duties include 
shelving books, and checking books in and out.  Other volunteer duties can include 
processing book additions and deletions, which can be done from home.  You may volunteer 
for any grade’s schedule, Monday through Friday.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Candace at zixnaylor@sbcglobal.net or Julie at jluttringer@mac.com.   
 
 
ALL SPORTS PARENT MEETING:  All parents are asked to attend a parent meeting 
tomorrow night, August 25 at 7:00 PM.  It is important that you are present at this 
meeting if your child (grades 4-8) will participate this school year in the athletic program.  
If you do not attend this meeting, your child will not be able to participate in their first 
game of the season.  Thank You.   
 
 
AUCTION NEWS:  The St. Pius PTG Auction is set for Saturday, November 5, 
2011.  Be sure to mark your calendars!  We are currently in the planning stage and would 
appreciate your participation.  We have needs for volunteers, as well as donations!  Please 
contact Kelli Crowley at kelli.crowley@cnb.com, or Heidi McLalan at 
heidimclalan@yahoo.com to contribute to this event.  Thank you in advance for your 
support of this very important school fundraiser! 
 
 
CALLING ALL BRIDGE PLAYERS:  We are inviting everyone who plays Bridge to join the 
St. Pius Round Robin Bridge Club.  We play from September through April.  Each team can 
set their own times and day for playing.  Please contact Clare Thorpe at 368-1828 or 
email at netnanny58@sbcglobal.net.   
 
 
 
 



 
 
STUDY HALL NEWS:  St. Pius School is offering a quiet study time for students in 
grades 3-8.  The Study Hall Program, which will begin on Monday, August 29, is offered on 
long Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  The Study Hall will be maintained by 
Day Care.  The rate is $4.80/session, payable to Day Care.  Students who plan to attend 
will check in at Day Care after school.  The program begins promptly at 3:15 PM.  At 4:00 
PM, the children will return to Day Care where they will remain until picked up.  Students 
who plan to attend must stay until 4:00 PM.  If you think your child will attend on any given 
day, please complete and return the form below as soon as possible.  
 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

STUDY HALL 
 
 
STUDENT NAME: ______________________________________   
 
 
GRADE: _____________ 
 
 
I wish to have my child attend the St. Pius Day Care Study Hall.  I understand it is from 
3:15-4:00 PM and is quiet, individual study time with no interruptions.   
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Parent Signature  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PHYSICIAN’S STATEMENT REGARDING  

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE BY SCHOOL PERSONNEL 
 

IF POSSIBLE, PLEASE SCHEDULE MEDICATION OUTSIDE OF THE SCHOOL HOURS 
 

 
1. Name of Pupil ________________________________  Date of Birth__________________________ 

2. Address ______________________________________ Telephone (_____) ____________________ 

3. Condition for which medication is to be given ____________________________________________ 

4. Name of Medication ________________________________________________________________ 

5. Method of Administration:  Oral _______  Injection _______  Other __________________________ 

6. Dose _________________________ Schedule of Doses ____________________________________ 

7.  This medication is to be continued as above until _________________________________________ 

8. Precautions advised _________________________________________________________________ 

Possible reactions to medication: ______________________________________________________ 

Actions to be taken in case of reaction to medication: ______________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Check one below: 

_____________ I give this student permission to self-administer the above medication. 

_____________ I authorize designated school personnel to administer the above medication. 

10. Print name and address of physician, or use stamp    

      ________________________________________ Date _______________________ 

      ________________________________________ Phone ______________________ 

      ________________________________________                

 

         __________________________________ 

         Signature of Physician 

 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

PARENT’S OR GAURDIAN’S REQUEST FOR ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE BY SCHOOL 
PERSONNEL AND WAIVER AND RELEASE FROM LIABILITY  

 
 
 

The undersigned hereby requests ______________________________ School to assist in the matters set 
forth in the above Physician’s statement.   



 
 
11. Name of parent or guardian __________________________________________________________ 

12. Contact number(s) during the school day _______________________________________________ 

13. Language(s) used at home ___________________________________________________________ 

 

I will notify the Principal of the school immediately if there is a change in my child’s medication schedule 
or if the physician prescribing the medication is no longer providing heath care for my child. 
 
I understand it is my responsibility to send the medication to school in the original pharmacy container, 
including the child’s name and the doctor’s instructions. 
 
Check one below: 

_____ I give ____________________ permission to self-administer the above referenced medication. 

_____ I authorize designated school personnel to administer the above referenced medication.  

 

I understand that ______________________________ School reserves the right to discontinue its 
involvement in the above referenced administration of medicine. 
 
 
I UNDERSTAND THAT ST. PIUS SCHOOL IS NOT LEGALLY OBLIGATED TO STORE OR 
ADMINISTER MEDICATION FOR STUDENTS.  THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION FOR THE 
ABOVE REFERENCED ARRANGEMENTS, THE UNDERSIGNED DOES HEREBY RELEASE AND 
DISCHARGE THE ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN FRANCISCO, IT’S CONSTITUENT 
ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO ST. PIUS SCHOOL/PARISH AND 
THEIR OFFICERS, AGENTS AND EMPLOYEES, FROM ANY AND ALL CLAIMS FOR 
PERSONAL INJURIES OR PROPERTY DAMAGE THAT I OR MY CHILD MAY SUFFER AS A 
RESULT OF THIS ARRANGEMENT WHETHER OR NOT SUCH INJURIES OR DAMAGE ARE 
CAUSED BY THE NEGLIGENCE (WHETHER ACTIVE OR PASSIVE) OF ANY OF THE ENTITIES 
OR INDIVIDUALS NAMED OR DESCRIBED ABOVE.   
 
 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Signature of Parent or Guardian 
 
 
 

ONE MEDICATION PER FORM, PLEASE 
 

Return completed form to the Principal 
 
 



 







 
 



















 


